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veel n gallant ſoldier 
5 Paſs for a traitor, or à vile affaſfin. © a. þ 
To give to every one their lawful rights, n. 
And die, if requiſite, to build on lag 
The freedom, peace, and welfare of my Suu 
Here center all my polities and ſchemes. 


EN, beneath another hemiſphere, I ſhed ” 
my blood in the cauſe of freedom; when 1 
took from the Engliſh a piece of artillery, and in 
that memorable action loſt my right arm, little did 
I imagine, that my remaining would be em- 
ployed this day in drawing up my defence; that I 
ſhould ever be accuſed of intrigues and plots | 
the liberty of my native country, and that I ſhould 
have for accuſers and judges. the delegates, and 
under-delegates of the French people, choſen by 
them for the eſtabliſhment of freedom. 
1 ſhall not ſuffer myſelf to be dazzled by the 


* 
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raſpetuble office of my accuſers. They have em- 
ployed their unbounded powers to diſorganize a 
regiment diſtinguiſned by its ſubmiſſion to the laws 
and its officers, who never ceaſed ſetting an example 
of a ſimilar ſubmiſſion. To cruſh us, they have 
profaned the ſacred name of the laws; they have 
adopted, and adminiſtered to the paſſions and ven- 
geance of a faction, under whoſe yoke they them- 
ſelves are now. groaning. The national convention 
will, I truſt, regard them only, in future, as mere 
men, and conſider me as a citizen un) ny oppreſſed 
by them. 

The memorial of the . civil pal 10ners, 
delegated by the executive power to the Windward 
Iſlands, containing the motives of the ſeveral ſuſpen- 
ſions and embarkations for France, decreed by them 
againſt the. civil and military officers employed at 
St. Domingo, and eſpecially againſt me, and the 


_ queſtions which have been put to me in conſequence | 


of this memorial, by the colonial committee of the 
convention, have, at length, brought me acquainted 
with the cauſe, or rather the pretext for the treat- 
ment, which I have been experiencing for theſe laſt 
three months, and my preſent confinement in the 
Priſons of the Abbaye. 

T ſhall eafily prove, that the officers of different 
ranks belonging to the Cape regiment, as well as 
myſelf, are victims to their patriotiſm, to the laws 
and orders of theſe very commiſſioners, and that 
they have been facrificed by artful and factious 
men, whoſe conduct has ever been oppoſed to 

| ' | theirs, 


# Citizens Polverel, Sonthonax, and Ailhaud, delegates 
by the executive power, the 17th June, 1792, to the 
Windward.Iflands i in America. h 
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theirs, and eſpecially to their invariable and tried 
attachment to the principles of the French re- 
generation. 

My perſonal conduct, my ſentiments and opinions, 
having been the objects of direct calumny, compel 
me to publiſh my individual defence. 8 

The above-mentioned writing of the commiſli- 
oners, dated the 22d of October, 1792, as far as 
it concerns me, contains the following particulars :—: 

iſt, That M. Toufard was /u/pefed, equally with 
M. Cambefort, of counter-revolution principles, and 
of ſecret correſpondence with the revolted negroes. 

2d. That he came to us, and declared, that the 
order given to M. Cambefort to appear before us, 
would not be executed; that his regiment would 
not ſuffer it. 

zd. That he endeavoured to gain over the national 
guards of the department of Aiſne to join in the 
revolt; to which he concęived Ae: had: determined 
the regiment of che Cape. | 

4th. That he was; at leaſt, a party with the 
officers, non-commiſſioned officers and privates 
above-mentioned, to the reſiſtance - made to our 
orders reſpecting the embarking-of M. Cambefort. 

Theſe four accuſations may be reduced to two. 

iſt. Suſpicigns of counter-revolution principles and 
correſpondence with the revolted ſlaves. - - 

2d. Refiflance io the order given to Cambefort 
from the commiſſioners, by inducing the Ca 
regiment, and the battalion of national guards 2 
the department of Als xE, to oppoſe it. ; 

As to the ſuſpicions that circulated reſpetting my 
conduct, and even my intentions, they will vaniſh 
immediately before a ſimplę narration of facts; and 


by 


E 6] 
by proving my paſſive obedience to the laws, and 
to the orders of the commiſſioners acting in their 
name, the ridiculous accuſation of revolt and refift- 
ance will be as eaſily done away, The bare narra- 
tive of my conduct will furniſh more proofs than 
are neceſlary for my juſtification. 

After an abſence of fx months, I had arrived only 
twelve days at St. Domingo, when the commiſſioners, 
my accuſers, publiſhed their decree againſt me, 
dated the 22d day of October, 3792. Now, 
in fo ſhort a tinie, who could have communicated 
to them ſuch accurate information of my ſentiments 
and political opinions, and inſpired them with /u/- 
picions, which, they declare, were ee Pre» 
vailing. 

Did the dragoons of any colour, of the Cape, con- 
vey ſuch information? Surely, at the barrier of 
Duplaa they could not have ſuſpefed me of corre - 
ſponding with the inſurgents: for there it was, that 

I taught them not to fear ſuch deſpicable enemies; 
there it was, that I procured them the ſatisfaction 
of revenging the death of their murdered brethren. 
Notwithſtanding the fire of three pieces of cannon, 
which we took from them, I was the firſt to lead 
them into the midſt of the revolters; and if ſome 
of their comrades were wounded by my ſide, their 
blood was fully expiated by the death of Mathurin, 
and numbers of his followers--Wherefore this 
ſuſpicion comes not from them. 

The patriotic grenadiers of the Cape are ch iel y old 
ſoldiers; and being better judges of courage, they 
could appreciate his, who marched at their head. 
Theſe never entertained a ſimilar ſuſpicion. They 
have not forgotten our campaigns of Limonade, 

the 


TY 
the vanquiſhed difficulties of thoſe of Limbẽ, and 
the ramparts over which I led them.“ No,—1 
have no doubt upon this head; my right to their 
eſteem is unimpaired. 

Did theſe /uſpicions come from the national volus- 
tzers of the Cape; the inſeparable companions of 
our chaſſeurs, whole gaiety od whoſe bravery they 
ſhared in the midſt of dangers? No.—They are 
incapable of inſmuating ſuch odious /i/picions 42 4 
commander, to whom they had yielded their con- 
fidence. Never did they refuſe 8 follow me, and 
to them was I ever indebted for ſucceſs. 

Brave youth of the Cape! You, of whom ! ſaid, 
on my return from Limb6, when I preſented you 

to the gratitude of the popular bodies I have 
i diſcoyered in theſe young men, full of honour, 
* every ſpecies of courage, although their educa- 
* tion nog. not deſigned nor accuſtomed them to 
„the dangers or the fatigues of war,” It is 
impoſſible, that you ſhould ever have pronounced 
a ſuſpicion of this kind. My opinion of you is fixed 
and unalterable, 

Neither was ſuch an atrocious accuſation. ever 
ſuggeſted by the freemen, heretofore called men 
of colour. They candot have forgotten, that I 
raiſed my voice in their behalf, on the 25th of 
Auguſt, 1791, in the colonial aſſembly, and ex- 
torted from two united aſſemblies a decree in their 
favour; that I went in perſon to reſcue them from 
the Nun's church, when they were in confinement; 
that I was chiefly inſtrumental in putting ar:ns into 
their hands, and enabling them to aſſiſt the Cape 


_ regiment, 
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regimerit, in its defence of that town againſt 
the inſurgents; that with the concurrence of the 
popular bodies, I put them in a condition to take 
the field in four days, completely armed and 
mourited; that during the campaign at Limbe, 
their confidence in me was ſuch, that in conſe- 
quence of a proclamation which I then publiſhed,* 
above four hundred of them returned to their duty, 
and joined the whites; and that on the 8th of 
November, 1791, I oppoſed the paſſing of a decree 
brought forward on the 5th of the ſame month, 
which poſtponed any deciſion upon their political 
rights, till peace ſhould be reſtored. They muſt 
recollect what I faid upon this ſubject-. f The 
grounds of my arguments have fince received the 
ſanction of the national repreſentatives in a decree 
of the 28th March, paſſed April 4th, 1792, the 
price of which was the loſs of my popularity. I 
ſhall never believe that theſe men ever uttered 
ſuſpicions to plunge me into dungeons; me, who 
always employed my influence with the popular 
bodies and my fellow-citizens, to draw them from 

fuch receptacles of human miſery. | 
Did this ſuſpicion then proceed from the commiſ- 
ſioners themſelves? But they were not acquainted 
with me! I muſt therefore accuſe the faction that 
ſurrounds and overwhelms them. It is this faction 
that now executes the deſigns formed ſince the 
decree of the Aſſembly of St. Mark, by which 
they dare to pronounce the diſbanding of the forces 
—]t is this faction that fills the Cape with multi- 
| tudes 
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tudes of men devoted to its purpoſe, drawn from 
La Saline, Du Mole, Des Cayes, and Port-au- 
Prince—Men ftill covered with the blood of Fer- 
rand-de-Baudieres, Codere, Guitton, Molay, Gre- 
lier, Palerme, and other victims. 

Theſe inhuman cut-throats, forming altogether 

a collection of beings hitherto unxnown to the 
— ſettlers of St. Domingo, united themſelves 
to thoſe people in the town, who provoked and 
executed the murders of the 25th Auguſt,” 1791, 
and of the 14th of laſt Auguſt; days conſecrated 
by a ſolemn oath, to the total extermination of the 
mulattoes. 
Here are the * authors of the difiemwiniion: 
and of the denunciations, under the woes of which 
we are groaning at this moment. 
Wherefore theſe ſuſpicions * a counter- 
revolution are totally void of the moſt diſtant 
probability; and the ſame may be ſaid of thoſe, 
with which the commiſſioners affect to ſtigmatize 
us, relative to our holding a criminal n 
ence with the inſurgents 

Wicked and blind accuſers! Tell me then, why 
theſe, my friends, for whom you accuſe me of 
ſuch diſintereſted attachment; tell me, I ſay, why 
they have laid wafte my plantations,* and burnt 
my poſſeſſions, with a degree of rage well known 
to every perſoh in the colony, and even to your- 
ſelves ?—Why have they reduced me to my pay, 
of which alſo, by a proviſional ſuſpenſion of my 
functions, I am now deprived? Why. have they 
compelled me to ſnatch my wife and children from 
the ravages of _ and ſword, which conſtantly 

> 1 threatened 
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threatened them, and to ſend them to a foreign 
land (the United States,) where a penſion, be 
price of my blood, is become their only reſource ? 
And yet you dare affirm that I was cautious in 
expoling the lives of theſe wretches and my own. 
Nay, you carry ſtill further your guilty audaciouſ- 
neſs by accuſtng our officers, my brave companions 
in arms, and me in particular, of holding criminal 
correſpondence with theſe aſſaſſins, theſe incendi- 
aries, theſe deſtroyers of colonial property. Read 
that letter“ which the preſident of the colonial 
aſſembly wrote me, where he ſays,. - We have 
received, fir, through the governor, the detail 
* of your yeſterday's evolutions. We learn with 
« ſingular ſatis faction that you are /afe and ſound 
« after the engagement. Will you ſuffer us, fir, 
* to recommend to your prudence” to check your 
* tranſports of bravery ſometimes too impetuous, 
<«« that might endanger the precious life of a general 
* ſo dear to us on ſo many accounts?” 
Scrutinize my military life ever ſince the revolt 
of the negroes, and of the other rebels to the laws 
of the mother country :—Dwelt for a moment ori 
the honourable teſtimonies of confidence conferred 
upon me by all honeſt citizens, - which induced 
them to petition, that I might command them :== 
Examine my actions, and every ſtage of my conduct 
down to the period, when nty declining heakh 
obliged me to ſolicit a leave of abſence to go to 
North-America with a view of reſtoring it—The 
detail of all theſe facts is entered on the public 
records, and on my journals now depoſited with 
the colonial committee of the convention—As: they 
pep ct may 
* See No. 4. 
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may be ſeen there, the bare mention of them is 
ſufficient i in this place. LT 

This leave of abſence which had become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, after breathing the unwholeſome 
air of Fori- Dauphin, during fo long a campaign, 
is cloathed with every requiſite formality, reſpect- 
ing the ſeveral civil, military, and patriotick ſtations 
1 had filled, as an officer, a good citizen, a father 
of a family, and a planter. If the fmalleſt atom 
of ſuſpicion had floated on the ſurface of my cha- 
rater, how came it to eſcape the vigilance of the 
three popular bodies, ſo particularly active at that 
time? Were denunciations ever more frequent, or 
more encouraged? And yet no obſtacle to my 
departure was thought of: On the contrary, I 
received every mark of eſteem and regret, and 
ardent wiſhes for my ſpeedy return, 

I repaired therefore to Philadelphia, where 

I paſſed ſix months of my leave of abfence ;— 
and . ſurely, neither connter-revolution prin- 
ciples, or any ſentiments deſtructive of publick 
liberty, can be imbibed in the company of the 
great Wa8HINGTON, and the other chiefs of the 
American republick. The regeneration and freedom 
of France are objects too near their hearts to admit 
of ſuch an idea. 

Thus has it become my a with juſt indig- 
nation, to repel every ſuſpicion. of a counter-revo» 
lution nature, and of correſpondence with the 
revolted flaves—Had I not been accufed, ſuch 
ſuſpicions could have excited no | ſentiment, but 
contempt. - 

I come now to examine the military delinqueney, 
of which I ſtand accuſed ; fully convinced, that the 

commiſ- 
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commiſſioners, when they drew up the facts on 
this head, were perſuaded in their conſciences, 
that they deferved no credit. It is, indeed, utterly 
impoſſible, that they ſhould have miſtaken the 
motive, or not have noticed the moment of my 
viſit to them; and, as a proof that they did not, 
I may alledge their profuſe thanks to me, for the 
private advice which I gave them for the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of order and peace, and which muſt have 
unfolded to them the ſincerity of my foul. This 
advice went to engage them, to preſs. them to ſeek 
ſome remedy for the - threatening evils and troubles 
of the colony, and to employ them without delay: 
I conjured them to call to mind the murder of 
Mavpvir, and to avert a ſimilar cataſtrophe, which 
now threatened. a moſt valuable ſoldier, an irre- 
proachable citizen, and one to whom the colony 
had often owed its ſafety; — this ſoldier was CaMBr- 
FORT, Colonel of the regiment in which I ſerved. It 
would be difficult to repeat the expreſſions, which 
I uſed on this occaſion; but the motives of my 
behaviour towards them, were -upright— They 
could not be miſtaken; and I have now acquired 
a right to retort upon the commiſſioners their own 
accuſation. I would aſk them, how they have 
dared to repreſent as a revolt, a conduct thus marked 
with every peaceful feature, a ſtep which I took 
of my own accord, as a private perſon, as ſecond 
in. command in the regiment, and claiming, no 
right of acting officially ? | 
Far from having prevailed upon the Cape regi- 
ment to revolt, I could never have conceived that 
its conduct deſerved this reproach. I perceived the 
Fegipagat indeed, and all my comrades penetrated 
with 


( 33 ] 
with grief at the ingratitude, and ſbocking injuſtice 
levelled at their colonel; but they expreſſed their 
wiſhes peaceably, and without tumult. Their 
countenances, as well as their diſcourſes, betrayed 
deep ſymptoms of indignation and ſorraw, but 
none of diſobedience to the voice of the law.— 
This was evident in their behaviour to the ceommiſ- 
ſioner Sonthonax; to him they ſignified their wiſh 
and their uneaſineſs; and my open and artleſs 
character forbids me now to diſſemble, that 1 bore 
a ſhare in their feelings. 

Continue to obſerve the conduct of the regiment 

on the 19th of October, and you will eaſily perceive 
that neither the officers nor myſelf made the ſmalleſt 
re/ftance. to the orders of the commiſſioners. I defy 
them to produce a ſingle order legally iſſued, which 
did not cauſe to be immediately executed on that 
fatal day, which appeared calculated and deſtined 
for the diſſolution of the regiment. The proceed- 
ings of all the. officers, and mine in particular, 
(as I muſt now ſpeak for myſelf) were aimed only 
at procuring peace, — peace at any price; but did 
not breathe moſt diſtantly. the ſpirit of revolt and 
reſiſtance. The municipal officers, Picard and 
Domergue, will bear teſtimony to this aſſertion. 

A revolt ever announces a deſign to commit 
hoſtilities; and yet I cauſed our two pieces of 
cannon to be diſmounted—Nay, I placed myſelf 
at the mouth of thoſe, which the factious were 
bringing up againſt us, whilſt the ſoldiers at the 
ſame time were ſitting upon the ground. The two 
municipal officers juſt mentioned, were witneſſes 
of my zeal; they-embraced me with tears in their 
eyes; and even Laclmiſe himſelf, who headed one 
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of the columns of the een party, gave me the 
«ſe of peace! 

But, indeed, my very waiting upon the com- 
miſſoners was a convincing proof of my confidence 
in them, and of the uprightneſs of my intentions. 
Had they doubted of either, I was then, and indeed 
frequently afterwards, entirely in their power.— 
They had but to ſpeak the word—I was in their 
houſe, which was ſurrounded with troops. The 
ſact is, they knew full well, that J could have no 
deſire to interrupt the tranquility of the Cape—l 
alas! whoſe happineſs centered there; who in 
every houſe would have found a relation, a brother, 
or a friend, 

As to the accuſation relative to my attempt to 
1 the battalion of Aiſne, I anſwer in few words, 
that this is nothing more than an additional calumny. 
In one reſpect, however, it is peculiarly contempti- 
ble; as it reſts only upon a mere aſſertion, and 
comes forward diveſted of thoſe details, which 
commonly conſtitute the appendages of detraction, 
It is ſufficient to contradict ſo glaring an abſurdity, 
Hitherto I conceived, that the commiſſioners al- 
lowed me a common ſhare of underſtanding No] 
could this have been the caſe, had I endeavoured 
to impoſe upon the national guards of the depart- 
ment of Aiſne, in order to inſpire them with 
diſobedience to the national commuſſioners, particu- 
larly after they had refuſed in the morning to obey 
the commands of the governor D'Eſparbes.* 

Thus, by an appeal to a ſeries of notorious facts, 


have I given my anſwer to mere ſuſpicioms. 


I have proved by the whole tenor of my conduct, that 
other accuſations are equally tH-founded. To 


#* Sec the memoirs of D'Eſparbes. 
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To re-capitulate this whole matter: am accuſed 
of ſharing with Cambefort, the colonel of the 
regiment, the fame ſuſpicions of counter-revolution 
principles, and of correſpondence with the revolted 
roes. #7 | 
I rruft theſe ſuſpicions are now done away by the 
proofs of an unremitting activity againſt theſe ſame 
inſurgents ; by the relation of my battles and ſucceſs 
againſt them; by an abſence of ſix months with my 
wife and children in North-America; a ſtep by 
no means characteriſtic of a eounter-fevolutioniſt. 
My leave of abſence, its publicity, and the other for- 
malities attending my departure from St. Domingo; 
in a word, my return to this colony, which taking 
place only twelve days before the decree for my 
ſuſpenſion and deportation, could have ſcareely 
allowed time for the birth of theſe ſuſpicions, upon 
which it is grounded. My plantations laid waſte ; 
my houſes in flames; the eagerneſs manifeſted by 
the revolters, my pretended friends, to effect my 
deſtruction, by their attempts upon my family, 
and the actual ruin of my property; the extremely 
honourable letters* received from the preſidents of 
the popular bodies, and written in their name; 
the reputation I always enjoyed both in public and 
private life; the terror ſpread by my very name 
among the revolters; the ſucceſs of my ſeveral 
campaigns againſt them, more than forty pieces 
of artillery taken from them—-Is not all this a 
more than ſufficient anſwer to the ſuſpicions of the 
commiſſioners ? 4 en 
They reproach me in the next place, with n- 
ante 
See No. 8, 9, 10, rt. 
+ See the journals. 
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ance to theit orders, with the pretended revolt of 
the Cape regiment, and with endeavouring to 
iafpire the ſame ſentiments into the national guards 
of the department of Aiſne, in order to counteract 
their orders for Cambefort's embarkation. 

But, on the contrary, who does not perceive in 
the' bare but real narrative of my conduct, my 
paſſive obedience, and my exertions to maintain 
peace and tranquility at the Cape? The peruſal of 
this narrative muſt convince all perſons, that ever 
ſince the revolution, and eſpecially ſince the 19th 
of October laft, I have acted in a manner becoming 
an experienced and prudent ſoldier, and particularly 
as an excellent citizen and father of a family. 

I bluſh at thus pronouncing my own. panegyrick : 
But the defence of my character, and of my com- 
rades, now the companions of my misfortunes, 
impoſes on me the invidious taſk. 

Were L entruſted with the honourable commiſſion 
of juſtifying the regiment,* I could eaſily demon- 
ſtrate its exemplary conduct, at all times, and on 
all occaſions; its unalterable ſubordination; its 
devoted attachment to the colony, which has coſt 
it two thirds of its ſoldiers, and one half of its 
officers. I could exhibit this brave and incorrupti- 
ble regiment loaded with teſtimonies of. the affec- 
tion and gratitude of all citizens, of panegyrick and 
benedictions from the popular bodies down to the. 
very moment, when the preſent commiſſioners 
landed in this unhappy colony. I could delineate 
all its motions during the memorable 19th of 
October, and clearly prove, that though ſet aſide 
for the audacious accuſation of the regiment, this 

day 
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1 
day completed the evidence of its patriotiſm, and 
of its paſſive deference to lawful authority: I could 
tell how the officers firſt ſet the example of both, 
by executing, without any remonſtrances, the order 
for embarking the regiment. And ſhall any man 
at this day, dare to eriminate them for having 
obeyed this very order; for having followed their 
chief, and braved the diſgrace and dangers attend- 
ing their departure? | 

Citizens repreſentatives! Examine the conduct 
of the Cape regiment ſince the revolution, and 
behold the ſnares that have been laid to entrap it. 

Behold this regiment alone oppoſed to a band of 
cut-throats and incendiaries, making head in every 
quarter, notwithſtanding an unheared of diſpropor- 
tion of force, ſpread along upwards of ſixty leagues 
of coaſt; preſerving every where public order, and 
a due reſpect for property and the laws; inſpiring 
the citizens with confidence, and preſentitig them 
continually with an example of true rm 
courage and ſubordination. 

Behold one half of the brave men, of which it 
was compoſed, happier now, alas! than we their 
ſurvivors, ſunk under the fatigue, or fallen by the 
| ſwords of the inſurgents; with whom, ' after their 
death, they are impudently accuſed of having held 
a correſpondence; others have been compelled to 
paſs into France under the moſt diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances; ſo that you may now form an accurate 
idea of the deſtiny of thoſe, whoſe deportation has 
been decreed by the commiſſioners of the executive 
power; who, on their arrival in France, were 
dragged from dungeon to dungeon, and finally 
lodged in the priſons of the Abbaye. 

2 F ounders 
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Founders of the French republic! Yeu, we truſt, 


are ſtrangers to every ſpecies of prejudice. Do 
not then liſten to that, with which the commiſſioners 
would wifh to inſpire you. Diſpel quickly, every 


doubt, which theſe men would ereate, reſpecting |, 


the ſentiments and patriotiſm of the oflicers of this 
regiment, and judge them only from their conduct. 

As to myſelf, I have loſt one arm in laying the 
unſhaken foundations of American liberty, and 1 
now make you an offer of the other. If the ſeveral 
miniſters, who have ſucceeded each other of late, 
had executed the decrees of the conſtituent arid 
legiſlative aſſembly in my behalf, you' would have 
long ſince ſeen me on the frontiers, where my 
ſeniority of rank would have ſtationed me- My 
letters upon this ſabject have remained unanſwered. 
J conceived it to be ſufficient to mention; how 
advantageouſly my name always appeared in the 
public prints—But I now find that this mode of 
foliciting a favour that was my due, was not the 
one I ſhould have adopted, as a deaf ear was turned 
to my application. 

Fellow citizens! To you it belongs to repair * 
injuſtice of theſe miniſter Turn to advantage my 
zeal, and that of other valiant foldiers ſo baſely 
calumniated, and who, with myſelf, are eager to 
ſhed their blood afreſh to maintain entire the whole 
territory of the republic. Mine has been uſed to 
moiſten the land, where liberty flouriſhes: cauſe 
it to cefume its natural courſe. Let truth at length 
blaze forth to your eyes, when coming from the 


mouth of a ſoldier, more accuſtomed to the manage- 


ment of arms, then of a pen; and may I be fo 
happy as to convince — 1 the innocence of all 
the 


191 
the individuals of the Cape regiment, who ſtand 
accuſed before you. 

Calumniated and nearly ſacrificed at the moment 
when our ſuſpenſion and deportation was decreed ; 
we were vilified afterwards, and treated like cri- 
minals; and our firſt arrival on this land of liberty, 
was marked with the loſs of our own—But although 
our very ſouls were blaſted with theſe bumiliatisns 
and injuſtice, yet we feel their whole energy return- 
ing, when we reflect that thoſe citizens are our 
judges, to whom all France looks vp for her laws 


ang happineſs. 
TOUSARD, Irma 
of the CAR REGIMENT. 


P. S. This memorial is accompanied with ſeveral 
authentic pieces from the American congreſs, the 
popular aſſemblies of St. Domingo, and the colonel 
and officers of the Cape regiment, & c. &c. aN 
highly expreſlive of colonel Touſard's exemplary 
bravery, prudence, and diſintereſted patriotiſm, 
Several alſo of his own official proclamationg, &c. 
are annexed to the original, all which demonſtrats 
evidently his zeal and attachment to the intereſts 
of the calony--The tranſlator can add, moxeover, 
that every perſon of underſtanding, whom he has 
ſeen from St. Domingo, (and be has ſeen a great 
many) are unanimous in their encomiums on this 
gentleman and his fellow ſoldiers, and in treating 
with heart-felt indignation nog . 2p _ 
Be e. | 


. 
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eren ee e 
E the JUSTIFICATIVE Pigces* that I have cited. 


Na. I. 
ACT ox CONGRESS. 


| In Congreſs, October 27, 1778, 
LETTER from the marquis de la Fayette was 
read, containing an account of the brave 
conduct of M Touſard, captain in the regiment of 
artillery of la Fere, in taking poſſeſſion of a piece 
of artillery from the enemy; in which action he loſt 
his right arm, by the diſcharge of another piece of 
artillery; thereu 

Reſolved, That the gallantry of Mr. Touſard, in 
the late action on Rhode-Iſland, is deſerving of the 
higheſt applauſe, and that congreſs, in conſideration 
of his zeal and misfortune, do promote the ſaid 
M. Touſard, to the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the 
ſervice of the United States, by brevet, and that he 
do receive a penſion of thirty dollars per month, out 
of the treaſury of the United States of America, 
during his life. 

Extract from the minutes, 
(Signed) Cn. TwoMs0N, Secretary. 


LeTTER from Henry Laurens, prefident of congreſs. 
| Philadelphia, 29th October, 1778. | 


Six, 
I HAVE the honor of tranſmitting, within this 
cover, an act of congreſs of the 27 th inſt. for pro- 
moting 


* The originals of theſe pieces are depoſited with the 
colonial committee. 
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moting you to the rank of lieutenant- colonel in the 
American army, by brevet, and for granting you a 
penſion of thirty dollars per month, during your life, 
in acknowledgement of your merit, and in conſidera- 
tion of your misfortune in the loſs of a right arm, in 
the late action at Rhode-Ifland.—The diſplay of your 
courage and gallaptry upon that occaſion, has gained 
you the higheſt applauſes, and inſured immortal 
honor to your name. Annexed to the act, you will 
receive the brevet. 

[ intreat you, fir, accept my beſt wiſhes, and! be 
aſſured, that my eſteem and regard for you do not 
bear exact date with the affair at Rhode-Ifland ; your 
martial ſpirit, your military talents, your ſervices'i in 
the American army, were known to me long before 
that event; I ſhall ever ſpeak of them with pleaſure; 
and be one of your admirers: In theſe ſentiments I 
11 the en to be, Stk, 315 

© Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
HENRY LavuRens, 


Preſident of Congreſs. 


No. I. 
na of my diſcourſe to the cohnial aſſembly at my 
return from Limbe, on the 6th November, 1791. 

- - .- Already have enjoyed, as well as 
my brave companions in arms, the gratitude of all 
the unhappy victims whom we have ſnatched from 
the hands of the rebels, and whom we have been 
obliged to ſeek from hiding place to hiding place, in 
the middle of the woods; I have already ſent ſixty- 
three of them to the Cape: to-day: you will ſee a 
like number arrive, excluſive of double that number 


of 
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ef the women and children of free people of colour. 
Already more than five hundred free negroes and 
mulattoes have joined the two camps that I have 
eſtabliſned; part of them have been armed by the 
inhabitants - In ſhort- the territory 
of Limbe will be no more ſoiled with the blood of 
the victims, which the rage of thęſe ſetocious ber 
12 — ſacrificed daily to a humour. F 

I ought, gentlemen, to "2 Si FE moment to 8 
in preſenee of this auguſt aſſembly, the gentlemen 
(as well officers and ſoldiers) of the patriotick troops, 
for the courage and conſtancy which they have ſhown. 
during a long and toilſome campaign ; accuſtomed 
at home to eaſe and plenty, they have partaken, 
without murmuring, of the frugal nouriſhment: to 
which circumſtances have often reduced them, with 
our regular troops. I have obſerved their exceſhve 
fatigue much oftcner than they have mentioned it 
to me. 
My dear contpanions in arms ! I do not ſpeak to 
our auguſt repreſentatives of your courage in the 

eſence of the enemy ; I do not tell them, that 
it would have been difficult, when I headed you 
over that famous rampart ſtained with the hlood of 
many of you, to aſcertain if a volunteer, a grenadier, 
or a chaſſeur, was the firſt to mount it; that, in all 
the obftacles you have met with, you would al- 
ways have deſired to be the firſt to ſurmount them. 
I have diſcovered in theſe young men, full of honor, 
every ſpecies of courage, although their education 
had not deſigned nor accuſtomed them to the dan- 
gers or the fatigues of wa... — 


/ 
J 
if 
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No. II. bis 
ANSWER of the Prefident: - 
 _CoMMANDANT Tous&4RD, 18000 
II is very agreeable for me, in this menden to 
be the organ of the general aſſembly, and to preſent, 
you, in the name of the French part of St. Domingo, 
the tribute of gratitude, ſo juſtly due to you on ſo 
many accounts, as well as to the brave ſoldiers, who 
have fought under your orders. | 
The pleaſure and ardour the citizens demonſirats 
to ſerve under your colours, leave no doubt of the con- 
fidence which you have inſpired them with, and the 
affection they profeſs for your perſon. Excited by 
your example, and depending upon the prudence of 
your plans, and the juſtneſs of your combinations, 
wry troops which you head; believe. no obſtacles 
inſurmountable, no poſts impenetrable, no enemies 
invincible, and. the moſt complete ſucceſs has ever 
crowned your operations. | 
But, ſo unfortunate are the HitcurMfinhees that 
while you were eſtabliſhing order in one part of this 
dependency, in exterminating the brigands who in- 
feſted it, your poſſeſſions were the prey of the flames 
thus then, the victim of your patriotiſm, you have ſa- 
crificed your particular intereſt to that of the publick. 
The inhabitants of the town of the Cape-Francbis, 
of the northern province, of the whole colony, will 
never forget the zeal which you have ſhown, in run- 
ning to their defence; they never can forget, that 
your ſolicitude has been chiefly directed towards à 
great number of women, old men, and children, 
who were in the power of thoſe cut-throats, and 
who would have inevitably periſhed by the ſword 
of the ET if you had been leſs active in ſaving 


them ; 
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them ; and your name endeared to the inhabitants, 
will remain engraven in their hearts in indelible 


characters. (Signed) 


PeTIT DES 1 preſident. 
BESNARD Bolss Er, Vice-Preſident. 


No. Il. 

The extract of preſident Domergue' 5 1 is in 
the juſtification—the original is eb "Io the 
colonial committee. 


No. IV. 
Ox px from the general. | 

Purſuant to the requeſt of the northern provincial 
aſſembly, expreſſed in the letter of the preſident, 
dated this day, we do authoriſe M. Touſard, lieute- 
nant-colonel of the Cape regiment, to accept of the 
command of the patriotick forces, deſtined to quell 
the inſurrection of the ſlaves : this commiſſion being 
performed, M. Touſard will reſume his _— in his 
regiment. | 

Cape-Francois, Auguſt 23d, 1791. 


(Signed) |  BLAXNGHELANDE. 
No. V. | 
ExTRACT of the leave of abſence granted to M. 
Tous Ap. 


In conſequence of the requeſt made to us by M. 
Cambefort, colonel of the Cape regiment, for a three 
months leave of abſence, for M. Touſard, lieutenant 
colonel in the ſaid regiment, to go to the United 
States, to reſtore his health, extremely diſordered, 
by the exceſſive fatigues, which he has been ped 
to, ſince the revolt of the ſlaves; - - --- =. 

(Signed) Kenn 
No. 
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| No: VI: | 
Kurk ACT rof the records of the royal court of Cape 
Francois, 0 on the goth March, 1792. 


No. VII. | 
Norten of departure given three times, the 8 
of March, 1792, and the following days.—See the 
journal of the debates of the colonial aſſemby of St. 
Me fo. 880. 


No. viii. 
Pneu to the freemen of colour and free 
of Limbe. 

Il invite all the free mulattoes of Limbe to join me: 
what are they doing in the camp of revolted ſlaves? 
Does it become the ſons of white men to be the ſlaves 
of infamous cut - throats? I have ſworn to extermi- 
nate them all; beware of being included in their 
proſcription: profit by the moment which my gene- 
_ roſity grants you; otherwiſe, no more pardon; you, - 
your children, your wives, and your plantations, ſhall 
become a prey to the fire and the ſword. Come with 
confidence, and I will receive you with W 
I give you my word of honout for it. | 
r of Carrefour, Ottober the 31ſt, 1791. } 
(Signed) | +» "TousarD. 


tt. . 

Exrxacr of M. Touſard᷑s ſ peech co the n 
aſſembly, the 8th of October, 1791; at which the 
three popular bodies, the chiefs of the civil and mi- 
uy corps, had been invited * be preſent. 

GENTLEMEN, | 

As a citizen, I owe you * your invitation, the. 

D com- 
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communication of my thoughts, upon the ſubject 
of your preſent deliberation, / as owe; the aſſiſtance 
of my own to the defence of my country. Be pleaſed 
to recollect the day, when, returning from my firſt 
expedition, you deigned to applaud my zeal ; en- 
couraged by the confidence you had in me, I dared 
in riſing my voice within theſe walls, to lay before 
you the inſufficiency. of our military reſuurces, to 
quell the revolt, and extinguiſh the flames which 
ſurrounded us on every ſide; ſtruck with the ſpec- 
tacle which preſented itſelf at my arrival; people of 
colour maflacred the reſt flying to you for pro- 
tection, and aſking a ſaſe · guard: 1:dared then, gentle 
men, to declare to you a great truth; I dared to tell 
you, that it was impoſſible to ſave the colatry, with- - 
out armim the people of colour, and the free ne- 
groes: that this motion wliich was fully diſcuſſed in 
the afternoon, and adopted unanirnbuſſy by the two 
aſſemblies united, procured you at once a reinforce- 
men of fix hundred excellent ſoldiers. 
Since that moment; you have been continually 
attentive to their fate, and their political righis: in 
this, you have only followed the dictates of gratitude 
and juſtice. I have paid a particular attention to the 
ſpeeches of your oratorg otythis ſubjectq and the ar- 
guments which have decided your detetmination in 
their favour, of the 5th, 6th, and 2oth September laſt. 
I have held theſe determinations out as motives of 
encouragement to all the brave fellows, who have 


contributed to my ſucceſs; they have ſern with: a 


ſenſibility! that has enhanced their attachment; that 

while they were fighting for their: eountry;/ the au- 

guſt repreſentatives of that colony, (of wielr they 

are a part) were employed to better their ſoi in civil 
fe * 


What 
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What a change ! Gentlemen, your decree of the 
5th entirely deſtroys all thatyor had promiſed to do 

in their favour. 
What will they think of your diſpoſitions'? Gentle- 
men, what will they think of me? That you have 
deceived them, -andithat I have deceived them alſo. 
If the general ſanctions a Ike decree; if it become 
a law for the people of eblour; dread, gentlemen, 
that in their poſition, believing no more your pro- 
miſes, they will brave your menaces and your orders. 
But, no! the . will never give his ſanQtion to it. 


This they, mtemen, is my profeſſion of faith- 

Jam too careful of the bloed of my fellow citizens, 
and of the — who will be under my orders, 
ald they. will do me juſtice, in this reſpect, to lead 
them into a part of the province, where there exiſts 
an armed neutrality, or people of colbur driven to in- 
ſurrection, by defiance, diſcouragement, and menaces. 

I think that it is of the greateſt importance to the co- 
lony of St. Domingo, that the general aſſemblyof its re- 
pre ſentatives, vſing the right Wich is inveſteU in it, 
by the zd artidde of the deerce of -24th September, 
ſhould eagerly ſeize the power to granit to the people 
of colour, as from benevolence, what it was deter- 
mined to grant them from noceſſity, and to put them 

immediately in poſſeſſion of it. 

think that the gratitude, which the meaſures you 
purſue, (at the moment when France has rendered 
you the-arbiters of their fate,) will excite in the 
hearts of the people of colour, can alone cement 
unalterably the intimate union of their intereſts with 
ours; that this union is abſolutely neceſſary to de- 
ſtroy our common enemies, ce. 


No. 
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No. X. 
' ExTRacr of the regiſters of the general aſſembly 
of the French part of St. Domingo. 


Fran the fitting of Oclaber 7th, 1791, has been extratted 


as follows. 

Tus general aſſembly, con ſadering on the contents 
of a letter from M. Touſard, dated 5th of the month; 
and after having heard the report of its commiſſioners 
on the cauſes of the detention of the freemen of co- 
jour, in whoſe behalf M. Toufard lolicits the bounty 
of the aſſembly ; _ 

Has decreed, and decrees, that as for the men, 
named Gelard; J. L. D*Almettre ; P. Paul, called 
miniſter; free mulattoes ; P. Louſaut, called Dacufio; 
G. Beauregard; free negroes; and J. Paul, calling him- 
ſelf free, and who is thought the property of M. Eſdras; 
all detained in the royal gaol of this town, by order 
of the office of police, for examination : therefore, 
the expedition of this preſent decree, together with 
the letter of M. Touſard, ſhall be delivered to the 


office of police 


As for what concerns the man, named Ch. Binand, 


free mulatto, alſo condemned to three years of gal- 


leys, for reſiſtance againſt an armed guard, taking 
into conſideration the rogue of M. Touſard in his 
behalf - +. =, 51. - IT 
And more yet, Garſau and Counbrellaut, tree negro, i 
and Pierre e free mulattddoo 
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Sisvec) | - Poxc16NoN, Preſident. 
LAOS) | - BLANCHELANDE, - | 
No. XI. | 


"ExTaact of 2 letters frm the preſident of 
the popular bodies. 


24th 
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| 24th September, 7791. : 

| COMMANDANT TOUSARD, 
The loud applauſes by which you have been wel- 
comed, and reconducted, when you have honoured 
us with your viſit, this morning, have expreſſed to 
you but weakly the pleaſure that the aſſembly felt in 
receiving you, and in hearing from your own 

mouth the account of the ſucceſs of your arms. 


(Signed ) DoMERGUE,. junior Prefident, 


Cape-Francois, December gth, 17971, 
SIR, 

The provincial aſſembly, to which the general has 
communicated your laſt letters, charge me to expreſs 
to you the great ſatisfaction they feel at your prudent 
and courageous conduct, at the head of the army de- 
ſigned.to preſerve the eaſtern part of the province, 
without expoſing the life of a ſingle man, . ſhedding a 
ſingle drop of blood: hitherto. you have reſtrained 
the brigands, and almoſt brought back to their duty 
the deceived freemen of colour. The aſſembly hope 
you will gloriouſly perform this great work; you will 
perſuade, you will vanquiſh, if neceſſary, and you 
will add new titles to thoſe, which have already 
gained to you the eſtcem and affection of your fellow 
citizens. Salut. 
Jouszxx, preſident. 


8 December zoth, 17g. 
SIR, 

Your laſt letter has - manifeſted, to the aſſembly 
your care and folicitude for the welfare of the colony, 
and the proſperity. of the objects you are intruſted 
with ; the colony expected nothing leſs from yoy ; 

and 
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| and as we are convinced of your talents, and are ac- 
cuſtomed to ſee you followed every where by victory; 
-we reckon, with-certainty, on your ſucceſſes in the 
important commiſſion, which you have undertaken; 
and we ſhall be always flattered to be the organ of the 
gratitude of the colony for the good that you will render 
it. Salut. Dux, Preſident. 


The preſident of the colonial aſſembly to M. Touſard, 
lieutenant colonel of the Cape regiment. 
December 18th, 1791. 
SIR, | * 
Charged by the colonial aſſembly to expreſs to you 
the ſentiments which you have fo well deferved of 
them; T-rejoice that it is my duty to convey theſe 
ſentiments to you. They have ſeen, ſir, in the let- 
ter, which you have directed to one of the emiſſaries 
of the revolted, hen you have diſmiſſed them, that 
you could join, in the ſame degree, the valuable ta- 
lents for negociation, to the ſteadineſs of a military 
chief, you have foreſeen exactly the conduct that its 
dlignity preſcribed, and your views are exactly confor- 
-mable to thoſe which have directed it, as well as the ua- 
tional civil commiſſioners. The aſſembly expects 
the greateſt ſucceſs from your meaſures, for the 
tranquility of the northern part of the iſland, which 
owes to your perſonal character, and to your victories, 
the happineſs that the colonial aſſembly has every 
-reaſon to hope this intereſting province will ſoon 
enjoy. 
80 have well deſerved to repoſe, fir ; but the 
publick intereſt is ſtil] at ſtake, and your aQive ſpi- 
rit will not reſt, till you have put it out of danger. 
Continue to gather palms and laurels; it will be 


much 
/ 


T S 
much ſweeter.th you to epoſe-yourlſelf under their 
ſhade. | Salut. 
Ds FAVvARANOE, Preſident. 


Theſe extracts have been dratun with fidelity fromthe 
original pieces depofited within the colotial committee of the 
convention. 

Paris, January 16, 199%, 
the ſecond year of the republick. 


We, the under ſigned; having read and conſider- 
ed this juſtification of — colonel Touſard, 
addreſſed to the national convemion, have given our 
adheſion to its contents: FCambefort, as a witneſs 4 
of the conduct of this officer, ſince I have been colonel | 
of the Cape regiment, and we, the captains, lieute | 
ſous lieutenants, adzutants, and: not>commiſficnedj = 
all of the Cape regiment, at this time detained in the 
Abbaye priſon; as witneſſes, and having pantaketiiof 
his military labours and particularly inwhat:concerns! 
the nineteenth of October, 1792: in witneſs whereof 
we have ſigned this preſent adheſion. Abbaye, Ja- * 
nuary 16, 1793, the ſecond year: of the republic 
__ CammerorT; LaAvALLIERB, PorToas)'La BiGNE;: 
_ EAMORANDIERE;. ANCELET+D*A%. Mans ty; : 
 V-avLocerR; Dfaiiann; BAjobiaern, Pror- 
SAINTE Mann, zB, LANDAIS, Nova, 
| GIRARD. 
1 n een artillery st- Domingos 
during all the events related in the above juſtification, 
acknowledge, and give wn, to ' all that is 
GIAN Tontainah 5 


D E C R E E 


OF THE 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 
FEBRUARY the4th, 1793, 
THE SECOND YEAR OF THE FRENCH REPUBLICKj 


STATING, that there is a cauſe of an accuſation 
againſt the citizen Deſparbes, and reſtoring to 
liberty the citizens Cambefort, Touſard, and other 
officers deported from the colonies. 


TME National CoNVENTION, on the report of 
her colonial committee, decrees as nn 
Article I. 

\Therei is a cauſe of an accuſation againſt he citizen 

Def pardes, Engendral governor of St. . 
RU 1: art bh 

The citizens Cambefort and Touſard fhall _ re- 
ſtored to liberty; however they ſhall not be admitted 
to ſerve in the armies of the ks unleſs they 
ſhall completely juftify their conduct during their 
whole reſidence 1 in the colony, before a court-martial. 

Art. III. 

The miniſter of the marine ſhall be obliged, on 
the demand of the ſaid citizens * arid 
Touſard, to convene that court-martial. ) 

Art. IV. < 

The citizens Girardin, vice-admiral; Lis Pi lleon, + 
rear-admiral; Dormenant, adjutant-general ; Fomeirols, 

colonel 
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colonel director of the artillery; Lamarronniere, Saxy: 
Linden, Labigne, La Morandiere, Saint-Viflar, La 
Salle, Lavalliere, Poitou, Chardon, Bauzon, Bailly, 
Vauloger, Bajolere, Manſuy, the eldeſt ; Manſuy, the 
youngeſt ; Dallard, Prat, Duſſault, Challon, Condemine, 
Gilbert, Strunze, Landais, Verdier, St. Marie, Nona, 
Baruteau, Girard, Trumps, Mallard, Champignon, 
Langlette and Gattereau, ſhall be definitively reſtored: 
to liberty. 
Collated with the original by us, the preſident 
and ſecretaries of the national convention, 
Paris, February 4th, 1793, the ſecond year- 


of the French republick. 
Signed, J. P. RABAUD, Preſident. 


THruRIOT and CAuBACERES, Secretaries. 
In the name of the republick, the proviſory execu- 
tive council adviſe, and orders all the adminiſtrative 
bodies and tribunals to cauſe this preſent law to be 
recorded in their regiſters, read, publiſhed, and poſted 
up in all their reſpective departments and reſorts. 
In witneſs whereof we have affixed our ſignature and 
the ſeal of the republic. 
Paris, the 4th day of the month of February, 
1793, the ſecond year of the French republic. 
Signed, CEAVIERES. 
Counter-Signed, GARAT. 
Sealed with the ſeal of the republick. 


Certified conform to the original. 
GARAT. 


r Delivered to citizen Touſard, to 
wich the ſeal, ) ſerve and profit to him, whenever and 
in the name of wherever he pleaſes. Paris, March the 


( the French N 
b 7th, 1793, the ſecond; year of the 
LE French republick. | 


CES 
E GARAT. 


